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I recently started using an Osprey Raptor 10 pack and let
me say I like it. I picked up an Osprey Flap Jack pack for
my work travel and really liked it. I was so impressed
with the quality of the Flap Jack that I looked for a new
hydration pack for 1 to 2 hour rides from Osprey. I got
an Osprey Raptor 10 and it is a great bag. The attention
to detail is amazing. They clearly thought through
everything. Lets check out some of the nice touches.
The shoulder straps are lightweight foam with cutouts to let them breath and keep you
cool. And what I think is the greatest idea I have seen in a hydration bag in a long time
is this magnet on the sternum strap to keep the bite valve from bouncing around when
you are riding. The valve also has a shutoff by turning it one way, which is great to keep
you water from spilling during transport. While we are talking straps, the sternum strap
adjusts easily by sliding it up or down on this piece here.
The bag has 3 main compartments on the back, an external flap area on the back and
each side of the waist belt has two small slots to hold things. Right on the back where it
says Raptor 10 is a large pocket to hold a jacket or popped tubes. It is deceptively large.
The top pocket is what Osprey calls "NoScratch" which is a heat embossed fabric, or
think of it as a big pocket made out of glasses case material. What I was saying about
attention to detail is obvious here, like most people I listen to an iPod/iPhone while
riding, and this pocket is perfect for that.
So how does it work when riding? Awesome. It does not move around at all. I have been
using a Deuter Race X Air for longer rides, but this has replaced it. Where the Deuter
would move around a bit when going over roots and rocks this stays put. It fits really
well and is built to last. Also I have been using it on day hikes and it is really handy for
that as well.
Bottom line: Buy it, its a great bag, well built and a good deal at the price.
I will actually look at Osprey before any other brand now for
packs from now on... I'm a believer.

