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As spring and summer start to heat up and many of us start to get into the thick of longer adventures, it
becomes ever so important to make sure you have the right gear. While you’ve been trying to figure out
what to buy, our testers been have been busy testing out the Osprey Viper 9 hydration pack over the past
few months in activities including mountain biking, trail running, and hiking. On the Osprey website, it
says the Viper 9 is best suited for activities between 1.5 and 3 hours which is definitely the sweet spot for
this pack, but our testers also felt this pack was more than adequate for longer and shorter adventures
making this pack great for riding, running, hiking, etc. between 1-4 hours depending on terrain and
weather conditions.
A disadvantage to participating in most activities in Colorado is that the air doesn’t have a lot of moisture
in it which requires you to hydrate more often so you stay properly hydrated and able to perform at your
best. That said, staying hydrated is a definite focal point for our testers and can be just as important as a
pair of running shoes or a bike.
The Osprey Viper 9 hydration pack is bike specific, which means you’ll find bike specific features such as a
helmet strap which Osprey calls a Lidlock. And while these features make for a great mountain biking
hydration pack, the pack also works very well for trail running and hiking. To start, the Viper 9 comes
with an easy access Osprey hydration reservoir. This makes it easy to fill, refill, and slide back into your
pack. The main feature that sets this reservoir apart from others on the market is that it has a semi hard
plastic sheet on the back allowing it to slide in and out of the pack.
For storage, the Osprey Viper 9 has a main compartment where you can stash some essentials such as a
first aid kit, rain jacket, and other items that you don’t always need to get to. The pack also has another
pocket on the outside that is much easier to access and still has enough room to fit your energy bars/gels,
bike tubes, keys, and other items that you want access to on a regular basis. Beneath this pocket is an
expandable area where you can cram anything that you haven’t placed in other pockets of the pack. This
is also the spot where you would stash your helmet when not using it. For the more valuable things such
as your phone or camera, there is a small pocket at the top of the bag. This way, you don’t have to
combine your phone and keys which often times leads to a scratched screen.
The Osprey Viper 9 comes in one size and has a total of 9 liters of space available. Testers thought the
pack worked for the majority of their adventures, but thought the larger version, the Viper 13, would be
more appropriate for all day trips or extremely hot weather where you are consuming large quantities of
water. Overall, testers were very happy with the Osprey Viper 9 and give this hydration pack the Active
Junky stamp of approval.

